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EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO THE PEOPLE OF NEW ZEA- 
LAND FOR THE TERRIBLE LOSS OF LIFE AND PROPERTY 
SUFFERED AS A RESULT OF THE DEADLY EARTHQUAKE 
THAT STRUCK ON FEBRUARY 22, 2011 AND EXPRESSING 
HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES AND SUPPORT FOR ASSIST- 
ANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN AND ALL THOSE AF- 
FECTED IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE DEADLY EARTH- 
QUAKE AND TSUNAMIS OF MARCH 11, 2011 


THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2011 

House of Representatives, 
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:05 p.m., in room 
2360, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Donald A. Manzullo 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Manzullo. The subcommittee will come to order. 

After the conclusion of this brief business meeting, we will pro- 
ceed immediately to today’s hearing. 

As previously announced, we have two noncontroversial resolu- 
tions, H. Res. 139 and H. Res. 172. 

[The resolutions follow:] 


( 1 ) 
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JV 


112th congress 
1st Session 


H. RES. 139 


EKpi’essiiig condolences lo llie people of New Zealand lor the teri-ible loss 
of life and property suffered as a result of the deadly earthcpiake that 
stnick on February 22, 2011. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATHH^S 

Maboh 2, 2011 

Mr. MANZi.nu/') (for hiroself, Mr. MamiiHj E. Lungkkn of CaSifornia, Mr. 
Brady of Texas. Mr. Falsordwaega, Mr. Crowley, Mr, Meeks, Mr. 
L/VRSEX of Wasliingtoii, and Mr. Sabian) sHb.mitted tlie following resolu- 
tion; w.liieli was iMerred lo tlie Committee on Foi'eigii Affairs 


RESOLUTION 

Expressing' eoiidoleiiees to the people of New Zealatid for 
the terrible loss of life and property suffered as a result 
of the deadly eartliquakc that stmc'k oii Februaiy 22, 
2011 . 


Ydiereas on Eebniary 22, 2011, a massive earthquake meas- 
uriiig' 6.3 magnitude on the Richter scale struck the Can- 
terbuiy region of New Zealand tit 12:51 p.m. local time, 
causing treincndous loss of life and devastation in a re- 
gion already struggling to rebuild as a result of an earlier 
quake; 

YTiereas by March 2, 2011, the death toll had climbed to ap- 
pro.x.imately 250 people with a significant number still 
missing; 
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Whereas numerous personal accounts detail the heroism of 
suiuivors helping Tietims escape the nibble and destruc- 
tion, many of whom were tourists and children; 

Wdiereas the damage to Christchurch was exacerbated as a 
result of an earlier earthquake, measuring 7.1 magnitude 
that struck the region on September 4, 2010, and which 
was followed by hundreds of aftershocks; 

AWiereas one-third of the buildings in Christchurch’s central 
business district are deemed unsafe, 755 buildings face 
demolition, and 625 properties in Christchurch’s sur- 
rounding suburbs are damaged beyond repair; 

Wdiereas roads buckled and watei" pipes bui'st, flooding 
streets and deprh-ing 35 percent of Christeliurch’s resi- 
dents from access to potable water; 

Whereas the steeple of Christchurch Cathedral, a. historic 
landmark, collapsed with an estimated 22 people feared 
trapped in the rubble; 

Whereas 2 commuter buses were crushed under falling debris; 

Wdiercas Lyttelton Port and the town of New’ Brighton, both 
closer to the epicenter of the earthquake, are considered 
disaster areas; 

Whereas the collapsed Christehureh Canterbury Television 
building housed an English language school with students 
from Japan, Cliina, Thailand, the Pliilipjiines, and South 
Korea, who are among the casualties; 

Whereas New’ Zealand Prime Minister John Key has de- 
scribed Eebraaiy 22, 2011, as one of New’ Zealand’s 
(laikest days and its worst iiatui’al (hsaster in over 80 
years; 



Whereas the estimated monetaiy damage to Christchurch and 
the gi’eater Canterbuiy region exceed 

$15,000,000,000 ill damages; 

Wdiereas Seeretaiy of State Hillarj’ Rodham Clinton affirmed 
in the Wellington Declaration on Novemlier 4, 2010, that 
“New Zealand and the United States are both Pacific na- 
tions. Our governments and peoples share a deep and 
abiding interest in maintaining peace, prosperity, and 
stability in the region, exjiaiiding the benefits of freer 
and more open trade, and promoting and protecting free- 
dom, democracy and liiiman rights worldwide. We recall 
the long histoiy of shared United States and New Zea- 
land sacrifice in battle and we honor those, past and 
present, who have borne that sacrifice”; 

Wierea.s the largest congressional delegation ever to Usit 
New Zealand participated in the United States-New Zea- 
land Partnership Poinm, held in Christchurch, to deepeu 
the bilateral relatioiiship and promote United States pii- 
oritics wittiin the Trans-Pacific Partiicrsliip trade nego- 
tiations, wliich the delegation left only honrs before the 
earthquake struck; 

WTiereas the remaining United States delegation at the 
United States-New Zealand Paitiiership Forum, which 
included senior executive branch officials, former legisla- 
tors, and leaders in business and academia, were also af- 
fected by the earthquake; 

Wiereas the Government of New Zealand offered outstanding 
support, ill securing and evacuating the United States del- 
egation in the aftermath of the earthcpiake; 

Whereas the United States has affirmed its support and as- 
sistance to the people of New Zealand, sending an 80- 
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person United States Agency for International Develop- 
ment (USr\ID) Disaster Assistance liesponse Team; 

Wiereas the United States Embassy dispersed to hospitals, 
shelters, triage centers, and public parks in Christchurch 
to search for United States citizens in the aftermath of 
the destruction; 

Wiereas Embassy personnel in Wellington, New Zealand, 
opened their homes to house 24 United States evacuees, 
including 8 students; 

Uidiereas approximately 3,500 United States citizens were be- 
lieved to be in Christchurch at the time of the earth- 
quake, including delegates to the United States-New Zea- 
land Partnersliip PoiTuii; 

Whereas Australia, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, Tai- 
wan, the United Ivingdom, and other nations have sent 
rescue teams to assist in the vast rescue mission; and 

Whereas President Barack Obama expressed Ms "‘deepest 
condolences to the people of New Zealand and to the 
families and friends of the rictims in Christchurch, which 
suffered its second major earthquake in just six months”: 
Now, therefore, lie it 

1 Resolved, That the House of llepresentatives — 

2 (1) expresses its condolences to the people of 

3 New Zealand for the terrible loss of life and pr(»p- 

4 erty suffered as a result of the deadly earthquake 

5 that struck on Febraaiy 22, 2011; 

6 (2) mourns vdth the people of New Zealand and 

7 all the countries affected by the earthquake; 
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1 (8) pledges its Ml support to New Zealand as 

2 tlie rescue and I'eeovery effoi't continues; 

3 (4) re(*()gTiizes tlie liuiiiamtaiiaii response eur- 

4 rently underway; and 

5 (5) supports the continuing efforts by the 

6 United States Government and private citizens to 

7 assist New Zealand as it copes mtli this natural dis- 

8 aster. 

C 



112th congress 

1st Session 


H. RES. 


172 


Expressing hearll'ell. rojidoleiires and support for assistance l.o the people 
of Japan and all those affected in the aftermath of the deadly cartliqnakc 
and tsunamis of March 11, 2011. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPKESENTATI\H]S 

ILvbch 15, 2011 

Mr. Honda (for Mmself, Mr. Manziillo, Ms. Hanabitsa, Mr. 
EALBOaDtvAUGA, Mg. HbGette, Mrs. l)AyTS of California, Ms. Hihono, 
Ms. McCoeelim, Mr. Gauaeva, Ms. Richakdson, Mr. Rusa, Ms. 
Moobb, Mr, David Scott of Georgia, Ms. Bass of California, Mr. 
McGoyiBEK, Mr. Hastings of Florida, Ms. Cmi, Mr. McNbbnby, Mr. 
Thompson of California, Ms. Lee of California, Ms. Matsui, Mn 
Sabean, Ms. Bobdaeeo, Mr. Wu, Mr. Eeeison, Mr. Cicieeine, Mr. 
McDermott, Ms. Zob Lopghbn of California, Mr. Piebluisi, Mr. 
Geobgb MiIjT.bb, of California, Mr. ljATi,SRN of Washington, Mr. 
Dsutch, Mr. McInttbb, Mr, Lbttn, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. Neal, Mr. 
Pascbeee, Ml-. Berman, Ms. Woolsey, Ms. Eddie Bernice Johnson 
of Texas, and Mr. Scott of Virginia) submitted the following resolution; 
wdiicii w'as referred to the Committee on Foreign Affaire 


RESOLUTION 

Expressing heartfelt condolences and support for assistance 
to the people of Ja,pau and all those affected in the 
aftermath of the deadly earthquake and tsunamis of 
March 11, 2011. 

Wliereas on Miirch 11, 2011, an estimated 9.0-magTiitude 
earthquake struck off the northeast coast of Japan, ap- 
proximately 80 miles from the coastal (-ity of Sendai: 
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Whereas the massive earthquake was the most powerful on 
record to hit Japan and the fourth strongest in the world 
since 1900, according to the U.S. (xcologica] Siuwcy; 

Whereas the eaifliquake has been followed by more than 200 
aftershocks, some reaching magnitudes Jibovc 6.0 and 
triggering’ additional tsunami warnings; 

Whereas the massive 9.0 -magnitude earthquake produced a 
major tsunami nearly 30 feet in height which surged sev- 
eral miles inland in Japan; 

AYliereas the tsunami traveled across the Pacific Ocean at an 
approximate speed of 500 miles per hour, prompting 
warnings and alerts for over 50 countries and territories 
throughout the Faxific, ()(‘ean, iuciuding the United 
States and her territories; 

A¥liereas the tsunami’s impaxd on tin; United States m<hide<l 
two casualties, forced evacuations, and significant prop- 
erty damage initially reported in Kealakekua, Maalaea 
Harbor, and Kahului in Ila,waii, Crescent City, Fort 
Bragg, and Santa Cmz harbors in California, and the 
port, of Brookings-Harbor in Oregon; 

AVliereas by March 14, 2011, states of emergency were de- 
clared for Hawaiii and California’s Del Norte, Humboldt, 
San Mateo, and Santa Craz counties with others to pos- 
sibly follow'; 

Wiereas rideos and aerial images taken immediately fol- 
lowing the tsunami’s impact on Japan show flooded 
towTis and farmland, collapsed buildings and homes, rag- 
ing fii’es, and hundreds of automobiles, ti’ains, and boats 
swept away; 

AAdiereas four nuclear poxver plants in Pukushima Prefecture 
wnre immediately shntdowm due to safety concerns about 



damage sustained and prompted the evacuation of thou- 
sands of local residents; 

Whereas by March 14, 2011, states of emergency continue at 
tlie Fiikushinia Daiichi and Fukushiina Daini nuclear 
power plants due to multiple explosions, threats of leak- 
ing radiation, and possible nuclear meltdown; 

Whereas after the earthquake and tsunami impact, nearly 
half a million people in Japan were displaced and millions 
more were left wotliout powmr; 

AVliereas by March 14, 2011, the National Police Agency of 
Japan reported the number of people affected at 1,897 
casualties, 1,885 injured, and 3,002 missing; 

AVliereas the poli(!e (diief of Miyagi Prefecture, prefecture 
nearest to the epicenter of the earthquake, predicted that 
the casualties (iould lx; over 10,000 in that, area, alone; 

AVliereas the full extent of the tremendous loss of life and de- 
struction of property will not be known for some time; 

AVliereas Japan Prime Minister Naoto Kan addressed the 
people of Japan and said that “this is the biggest crisis 
tve have faced in our 65-ycar post war histoiy”; 

AVliereas the people of Japan have demonstrated steadfast 
courage, selflessness, resilience, and compassion during 
tills tragedy; 

AA'hereas international groups and private citizens ha,ve quick- 
ly and compassionately rallied humanitarian assistance 
and donations for the people of Japan; 

AVliereas over 70 nations have offered relief assistance and 
many have sent disaster response teams to Japan, includ- 
ing a search and rescue team from New Zealand, which 
was devastated by an earthquake on Februaiy 22, 2011; 
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Whereas the United States helped to rebuild Japan following 
World War' II, fostering an enduring fi'iendsliip between 
the tivo peoples; 

Whereas the fnendsliip between ilie IJiiiied States and Japan 
is based upon shared democratic ideals, strong economic 
ties, and a mutual security partnership; 

Whereas the United States rapidl}^ responded to the earth- 
quake by sending to Japan tevo United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) iir!_)au search and 
rescue teams, a USAID Disaster Assistance Uesponse 
Team, and United States naval vessels iiiduding the USS 
Ronald Reagan battle group; and 

Whereas President Barack Obama affirmed United States 
siippoid and assistance to the people of Japan by offering 
his (‘ondoleii(‘es and declared that “the United States 
stands ready to help the Japanese people in this time of 
great triaTb Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, 'lUat the ! louse of Representatives — 

2 (1) mourns with the people of Japan and all the 

3 countries affected for the horrific loss of life c-aused 

4 by the tragic earthquake and tsunami on March 11, 

5 2011; 

6 (2) expresses its deepest condolences and sem- 

7 pathy to the families of the rtetims of this tragedy; 

8 (3) applauds the prompt commitments of sup- 

9 port and hiimanitarian efforts alreaxly undenvay by 

10 the international coniniunity, relief agencies, and 

1 1 private (dtizens; 
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1 (4) reaffirms the longstanding friendship shared 

2 between the United States and »Tapan; 

3 (5) pledges its full support and solidarity' with 

4 the people of Japan and all others affecded by this 

5 tragedy as they straggle to rebuild their lives in the 

6 wake of this disastei-; and 

7 (6) urges the United States Government to con- 

8 tinue to provide assistance to Japan and damaged 

9 United States communities during their recover}^ 

10 and leconstruction efforts. 


Mr. Manzullo. Because we are taking them up as introduced 
and bipartisan consultations have not indicated the need for any 
amendments, it is the intention of the chair to consider these meas- 
ures en bloc and, by unanimous consent, to report them favorably 
to the full Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

All members are given leave to insert remarks on the measures 
into the record, should they choose to do so. 

Before turning to the ranking member, I would like to say a few 
words about the horrible tragedies that struck our dear friends in 
New Zealand and Japan. 

In the short time span of just over 1 month, the world has wit- 
nessed two horrific natural disasters that struck at the very core 
of humanity. 

On February 22, 2011, the Canterbury region of New Zealand’s 
South Island was struck by a magnitude 6.3 earthquake at 12:51 
p.m. local time. This was the second quake to strike Christchurch, 
and it occurred at the worst possible time of the day. The earth- 
quake destroyed historic landmarks, buckled roads, and left 10,000 
homes beyond repair and another 100,000 buildings damaged. It 
left in its wake a death toll that is expected to reach close to 200 
from all walks of life — families, friends, students, and teachers — 
and from around the world, including the United States. 

I have strong feelings regarding this tragedy because my good 
friend, Eni Faleomavaega, and I, along with six other Members of 
Congress, were in Christchurch attending the U.S.-New Zealand 
Partnership Forum just prior to the quake. We missed the quake 
by 2 hours and 21 minutes. Many others did not. Assistant Sec- 
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retary Kurt Campbell and Cal Cohen, both of whom are scheduled 
to testify shortly, and close to 50 American delegates at the forum, 
were in the quake. Thankfully, none of them were hurt. 

We were informed of this tragedy by our colleagues in the New 
Zealand Parliament during a meeting in Wellington, and our 
hearts ached at the loss that they were experiencing. 

House Res. 139 expresses the House of Representatives’ condo- 
lences to the people of New Zealand for the terrible loss of life suf- 
fered as a result of the quake. 

I urge members of the subcommittee to support this resolution. 

Less than 3 weeks after New Zealand’s tragedy, Japan was 
struck by a magnitude 9.0 earthquake. This catastrophic quake, re- 
corded as the fourth strongest in the world, was the most powerful 
to ever hit Japan. The earth shook for over 5 minutes and produced 
an enormous tsunami that surged inland, destroying entire towns 
and killing huge numbers of people. As of this week, over 11,000 
people have been confirmed dead, while another 16,000 remain 
missing. The Fukushima nuclear power plant sustained tremen- 
dous damage, and, regrettably, we will not know the long-term ef- 
fects for many years. 

To date, 134 countries have offered assistance, including a search 
and rescue team from New Zealand, even as it recovers from its 
own disaster. Japan is facing its largest crisis since World War II, 
and I admire the people of Japan for their steadfast courage, resil- 
ience, and compassion in confronting this extreme adversity. The 
U.S. has 15,000 U.S. personnel on-ground taking part in around- 
the-clock operations. We will continue to do whatever it takes to 
support one of our closest friends in the region. 

Without objection, the written statements of Representative 
Honda, sponsor of House Resolution 172, will be entered into the 
record. 

I now recognize the ranking member for his remarks. 

Mr. Faleomavaega. Mr. Chairman, I also want to commend you 
for your leadership and for the initiative that you have taken on 
behalf of our subcommittee in offering these two resolutions touch- 
ing on the tragedies and the catastrophes that are now encountered 
by the good people of New Zealand as well as the people of Japan. 

I do want to commend you. As you have stated earlier, this is a 
bipartisan effort on your part and for which I really want to com- 
pliment your efforts in seeing that we do this. 

And, on behalf of my colleagues on this side of the aisle, we 
wholeheartedly support the substance and the intent of these two 
resolutions. And I would like to urge my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to support these resolutions. 

Mr. Manzullo. Accordingly, without objection, the following res- 
olutions are agreed to and reported favorably to the full Committee 
on Foreign Affairs: H. Res. 139 and H. Res. 172. 

That concludes our markup. The subcommittee markup stands 
adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 2:10 p.m., the subcommittee proceeded to other 
business.] 



APPENDIX 


Material Submitted for the Hearing Record 
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SUBCOMMITTEE MARKUP NOTICE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
U S, HOUSE OF rf;presentatives 
WAS mNGTON, D.C. 20515-0128 

Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific 
Donaid A. Manzuiio (RHL), Chairman 

March 29, 2011 


You are respectfully requested to attend an OPEN markup of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Subcommittee on the Asia and the Pacific, to be held in Room 2360 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building (and available live, via the WEBCAST link on the Committee website at 

http;//www.hcfaJ?oiase,gov) : 

DATE: Thursday, March 31, 201 1 

TIME: 2:00 p.m. 

MARKUP OF: H, Res. 139: Expressing condolences to tlic people of New Zealand for the 

terrible loss of life and property suffered as a result of the deadly earthquake that 
struck on Febmaiy 22, 2011; and 

H. Res. 1 72: Expressing heartfelt condolences and support for assistance to the 
people of Japan and all those affected in die aftermath of the deadly earthquake 
and tsimamis ofMarch 11,2011. 


By Direction of the Chairman 

Coyfimtttoe on Foycign to woJtt? iry faciliti^y occeyyyhle to nsyttoixt '.yith diyohiltn^y. If you oyo tn need of ypeacd accoynmodationy, pleoye call 202-'2f}5-501l ar 

kuslfoiv business duyx ir. adycinctt of Ih^ cycnl, n'hvnt.o-cr praciicahlc. Oucslionjiiilh n^ard lo special acaommodaliuns in gonci-al (includin'^ uvaitabilily of CommiUe's 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

MINUTES OF SUBCOMMITTEE MARKUP 

MINUTES OE SUBCOIVIMITTEE ON Asia and the Pacific MARKUP 

Bay Thursday p a i n March SI, 2Q11 R oo m 2^60 Rayburn 

Starting Time Ending Time 

Recesses I 0 j f to 'j ( to ) ( t o ) ( t o _) ( to ) ( to } 

Presiding Member(s) 

Donald A. Manziillo, Chairman 


Check all of Ihe following that apply: 

Open Session [3 Electronically Recorded (taped) F/l 

Executive (closed) Session [3 Stenograpliic Record EZj 

Televised I I 


BILLS FOR MARKUP: bill mnnher(s) mdtitlefs) of legislation.) 

ILRes. 139 -Exptessing condolences to the people ofNewZealandfor the leniMe loss of life and pjvperty sujph'eil as a. result of the deadfy 
earthquake that struck on Februaty 22, 2011 

B.Res. 172 - Expressing heartfcli condoiOnces and support for assistance to the people ofJapan and ail those affected in the ufiernuith of 
the deadly earthquake and tsunamis of March II, 2011 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Chairmm DomldManziiUo, EniFaleomavaega, Dill Johnson, Steve Chabot 


NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 

None 


STATEMENTS FOR THE RECORP: (IJst arty statements snhmitt^ for Ut& record.) 
Representative Michael Honda - Statement on H.Res. 1 72 

ACTIONS TAKEN BERING THE MARKUP: (Aitach copies of legislation and amendments.) 
The resolutions were considered together and agreed to by unanimous consent 


RECORDEP VOTES TAKEN (FOR MARiaJP): (Attach final vote tally sheet listing each member.) 

Subject Yeas Navs Present Not Voting 

HRes. 139 Unanimous 

H.Res. 1 72 Unanimoos 


TIME SGHEBULED TO RECONVENE 
or 

TIME ADJOURNED 2:10 


Subcommittee Staff Director 
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Congressman Michael M. Honda 

Statement on H.Res. 172, Expressing Heartfelt Condolences and Support for Assistance to the 
People of Japan and All Those Affected in the Aftermath of the Deadly Earthquake and Tsunami 

of March 11, 2011 

Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
March 31, 2011 


Chairman Manzullo, Ranking Member Faleomavaega, and distinguished Members of the 
Subcommittee, I am grateful to you and your dedicated staff for recognizing the importance of 
expressions of support by considering House Resolution 172, as well as House Resolution 139. 1 
believe that the House has a responsibility, as the voice of our constituents, to respond to 
international events such as these tragedies. 

As a J apanese- American and Chair Emeritus of the Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus, I was honored to introduce House Resolution 172 with the support of many of my 
colleagues including the distinguished Cliainnan and Ranidng Member. House Resolution 172 
is a simple resolution that would e.xpress the House of Representatives’ condolences and support 
for the people of Japan and all those affected by the devastating earthquake and tsunami on 
Mai'ch l l'‘‘, 2011. 

I do not think, however, that a resolution can truly reflect the magnitude of this disaster and its 
impact on innocent lives. Since the resolution’ s introduction, the number of lost lives has 
exceeded 1 1,000, with over 16,000 still missing, including Americans. Even now, the fears 
about the states of emergency at the Fukushima nuclear power plants have reached the United 
States. I can only imagine how that crisis is affecting the people of Japan as they grieve and 
begin to reconnect to their former lives. It will be some time before this crisis is over and we 
know of the full extent of the destruction and loss of life. 

As we continue to be shocked by the countless scenes of devastation and overwhelmed by the 
show of international support, we must join with the sentiments of our Senate colleagues and 
President Obama by expressing the House’ s condolences and support for the people of Japan and 
all those affected by earthquake and tsunami on March 1 1”; 2011. 

Again, thank you for your compassionate work on these expressions of support for our friends 
and allies devastated by these natural disasters. I hope that the House will quickly consider and 
pass House Resolution 172, as well as House Resolution 139, and 1 look forward to worldng with 
you to this end. 


o 



